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of internationalism beyond a few pious hopes. ' But
what matter the Law of Nations doth contain I omit to
search/
We cannot look to Hooker for solutions of the great
questions that have vexed political theorists throughout
the ages. He was a gentle theologian and a peaceful
scholar, lacking the brutal logic with which Hobbes
carried the doctrines of Contract and Sovereignty to
preposterous conclusions, and lacking, too, the common
sense with which the Whigs got round the difficulty of
basing constitutional government on a contractual
basis. But Hooker was something of a pioneer, and we
do not look to pioneers to level and to develop all the
rough country they have explored and thrown open to
the general community of humdrum cultivators. And
in one regard Hooker was far more sensible than Hobbes :
he realized that society could never have been purely
artificial and contractual. He admitted that man is
instinctively social and that contract must have come
with the grain and not have been forced up against it
by a giant despair. ' Two foundations there are . . .
a natural inclination, whereby all men desire sociable
life and fellowship; the other an order expressly or
secretly agreed upon/ From the standpoint of
psychology and of historical truth Hooker is here far
in advance of Hobbes with his grossly mechanical
interpretation of the facts of community.
The Social Contract is one of these theories, like the
theory of Human Equality, which have had a tremendous
influence upon history not because they correspond to
a given set of facts, but because they are pregnant with
philosophical truth. Considered from the historical
standpoint they are palpably ridiculous. Men are not,
and never have been, ' all alike ' or equal in stature or
brain or character. Society, as every one now knows,